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Validation and assessment grading matrix 
Use the table below to collate and grade the available evidence as either weak, medium or strong. Highlight the text in the appropriate box.
If you have mostly weak evidence collated, you may choose to continue monitoring rather than respond at this stage. 
If you have mostly medium evidence collated, you may choose to do further investigation to gather more evidence before responding. 
If you have mostly strong evidence collated, you may choose to continue with further assessment and respond. 
[bookmark: _Toc690904768][bookmark: _Toc90841012]Grading of information received 
	Grading criteria
	Weak evidence
	Medium evidence
	Strong evidence
	Comment 
(Extra space available on page 3)

	Relevance locally
	Not relevant
	Uncertain
	Relevant
	

	Relevance nationally
	Not relevant
	Uncertain
	Relevant
	

	Credibility of source of evidence
	Anecdotal 
	Unreliable but multiple sources 
	Reliable or validated source 
	

	Multiple reports
	No other reports
	One other report 
	More than one other report 
	

	Forensic evidence
	None
	No forensic evidence but other evidence (e.g. scene of death)
	Forensic evidence
	

	Evidence of harm
	No evidence of harm
	Potential for harm
	Evidence of harm or death
	




Seriousness of harm 
Use these tables to assess and collate evidence on the level of potential seriousness and likelihood of harm associated with the incident. 
	Risk criteria
	Low (L)
	Undetermined (U)
	High (H)
	Comments

	Severity – the degree of foreseeable harm to individuals.
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc179298547]Likelihood of harm
	Risk criteria
	L
	U
	H
	Comments

	Likelihood – the size of the affected, and potentially affected, population.
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	Relevance to local area

	



	Source of evidence

	



	Forensic evidence

	



	Evidence of harm
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	Evidence
	Source
	Comments
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